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SOUTH WESSEX WASTE MINIMISATION GROUP:  11th March 2010
MINUTES OF MEETING

1. Present 

(see attached)

2. A Tree is for Life (Trees for Rent: Peter Inch and Jo Hunt)
Peter and Jo explained that the company, Trees for rent, started in the summer of 2008.
Trees for rent are based in Charminster, Dorchester, Dorset and is run day to day by Peter and Jo who are currently free range egg producers and who are on site to care for the trees.

The company rent out Christmas trees – starting last Christmas with Norway Spruce trees and now dealing with Fraser Firs.

8 million cut Christmas trees are used in the UK p/a, many of these having been imported from Dnmark.

In order to help to address this issue the company started to allow customers to have the same growing tree for several years.

The trees when too large to be rented will either be planted or offered to businesses to improve their landscape and help neutralise their carbon emissions. Because the trees are pot grown from day one the trees have a very high success rate of being transplanted unlike any other Christmas tree.
There are currently approx. 1500 trees ready to rent and also a substantial nursery stock. It takes the trees 10-12 years to grow to a suitable size.
The system of growing and looking after the trees was discussed. They are watered daily and have fertiliser applied when required. The roots are managed to ensure the trees are kept to a certain size – this is done 3-4 times a year. The trees are grown in pots – they are in a pot (which goes to the Christmas customer) and this will then be put into another pot in the ground. Trees are also tagged if customers want the same tree the next year.

There is the option to buy the tree or rent.

Average price for a 6ft tree - £49 (free delivery if in local area – Dorchester/Charminster) or £59 if in the Poole/Bournemouth area.

Trees can be delivered from 1st December onwards and collected when required.

Trees are supplied with a saucer and details of how to care for them i.e. they must be watered regularly.

For further details see the website: www.treesforrent.com
Or contact them on 01305 269393


3. Ark Energy Efficiency (Ross Courtney)
Ross provided an overview of how you can measure energy usage on site and the different types of metering. He then went into more detail of how, by analysing graphs showing 24 hour usage, you can identify unusual patterns of energy use. Ross provided case studies of where energy savings had been achieved utilising this technique i.e. one of the graphs from showed energy use from a heating element which turned out to be  coffee machine that was left on 24 hours. By turning this off at the end of the day energy savings were realised.
For further details contact  Ross at ross@arkee.co.uk and look at www.arkee.co.uk
or call him on 01202 237700

4. Netregs (Ellie Dart)
Ellie provided an overview of the Netregs website which offers free and impartial environmental guidance for businesses in the UK.
The website is set up to show businesses how they can:

· comply with the law and avoid prosecution 

· save time and money

· protect and enhance business reputation

· win new business

Ellie showed some screen shots of the website to give delegates an idea of what to expect. 

The additional features on the site were then explained which include environmental legislation updates, agricultural waste information. Waste directories and e-learning/tools.

Ellie showed how the waste directory worked helping businesses identify permitted facilities that can help with specific waste streams. She then explained the environmental compliance assessment procedure by which you can receive e-alerts tailored for your business.

The interactive e-learning tool was then highlighted. 

For free e-mail updates all you need to do is go onto the netregs website and go to the sign up now box. You will then receive free updates on environmental legislation.

Visit the site at www.NetRegs.gov.uk
5. Legislation Update: Batteries (Tessa Bowering – EA) 
Tessa provided an update on the distributors obligations in regard to batteries. From 1 February 2010 if you are a distributor who supplies over 32 kgs of portable batteries p/a in an individual store, over the internet, via mail order or telesales, you will need to take back used batteries from end users FOC.
Portable batteries include AA/AAA cells, button cells, mobile phone batteries and laptop batteries. 

You do not have to take back portable batteries if the batteries you supply are only in equipment containing batteries and you do not also supply batteries separately, nd you supply less than 32 kgs of batteries/pa.

Battery Compliance Schemes (BCS) will collect the used batteries from your premises FOC. To arrange collection you can contact any of the approved BCSs. 
The Vehicle Certification Agency (VCA) enforce the distributors obligations. For further details go to www.vca.gov.uk or call them on their Helpline – 0844 8000 819 or e-mail them at batteries@vca.gov.uk
Tessa then outlined the exemptions review. The EA are currently working with Defra and the Welsh Assembly Government to review which businesses handling waste can operate under exemptions and which require a permit. The proposals may affect any business that recycles, stores, treats or disposes of any kind of waste.
The main proposals:

· The current exemptions will be replaced with updates exemptions under the headings of: use, treatment, disposal and storage at the place of production.

· Some higher risk activities will move to be regulated through Standard Permits

· Simple exemptions will no longer be registered for life, you’ll need to re-register every 3 years

· There will be no charge for registering exemptions (apart from the exemption for the refurbishment of WEEE)

· The majority of EA Low Risk Positions will benefit from one of the proposed updated exemptions
Regulation of exemptions will be proportionate to the risk they pose.
The exemption review will reduce the administrative burden to a minimum. Where an operator is carrying out the same exempt activity at different premises they will benefit from a single registration. An operator will be able to register all their exemptions in one go.
For further details go to:
· http://www.environment-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/32158.aspx" \t "_parent" agency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/32158.a

 HYPERLINK "http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/32158.aspx" \t "_parent" spx
· http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/waste-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/waste-exemption-review/index.htm?lang=_e" \t "_parent" exemption-review/index.htm?lang=_e
Tessa highlighted the research commissioned by Defra looking at banning some materials from landfill.

There is currently a consultation out on the legal definition of waste and its application. For further details go to http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/waste-definition/100118-waste-condoc.pdf
The EA have a regulatory position statement in regard to the dismantling of WEEE for the recovery of its component parts and the secure storage of components for the purpose of recovery elsewhere. The EP regulations due to be amended this year will provide an exemption for this activity. The EA will currently not pursue an application for a permit provided certain criteria are met.
6. Dorset Scrap Store (Keith Dear
Keith Dear provided an update from the Dorset scrapstore. He informed the group that the scrapstore collects unwanted material from businesses and the public to make it available for schools. Community groups etc.
Dorset Youth Offenders work with the scrapstore providing volunteers.

The scrapstore also runs workshops. They run family workshops which can be held after school and encourages the children to work with their parents on various topic areas i.e. WW II, the Romans etc. making things from unwanted materials.

They also run a skills craft workshop for adults (when working with children i.e. Brownie leaders etc.) and they have stalls at events and provide materials for children to make things.

They currently run 2-3 workshops a week but would like to increase this and also introduce art clubs etc.
The scrapstore needs premises in the Poole/Bournemouth area and Poole Adult Services have indicated their interest in assisting the scrapstore with volunteers – involving physically and mentally disabled people.

How you can help:

· Volunteers

· Cash: sponsor the van, sponsor local schools for membership (Lush did this for schools in Poole), assist with the move into Poole/Bournemouth.

· Become a trustee

For further information go to www.dorsetscrapstore.org.uk
Delegates at the meeting got to make a couple of items from materials from the scrapstore!

7. Compliance with Producer Responsibility Legislation (Budget Pack – Mark Sayers)
Mark provided an overview of Budget Pack and the services they offer.

The company can offer the following services in regard to producer responsibility for packaging, WEEE and batteries:

· Registration with relevant agency

·  Processing data submission

·  Consultative support

·  Data extraction and training

·  Recycling evidence procurement

·  Representation at EA audits

·  Preparing audit documentation

·  Packaging weight minimisation support (upstream)

·  Waste reduction review (downstream)

·  Packaging/product weighing & monitoring

·  Newsletter & web updates

·  Development of submission 
Budget Pack mission

To strategically minimise your compliance footprint and the impact of environmental regulations on your business

How we do it

·   Personal, intelligent and committed account managers across multiple regulations

·   Understanding and applying innovative and dynamic systems from over 7 years experience

·   No hidden fees, no spin, we are transparent and trusted; offering piece of mind at a best cost

·   WE DO NOT WANT TO BE THE BIGGEST SCHEME - our flexibility brings you the biggest results

·  Online management of your compliance account, waste collection services and reporting
Mark briefly went through the compliance options in regard to packaging, WEEE and batteries and the further detailed their waste services, consultancy projects and compliance services.

For further details contact Budget Pack on 0845 0942228 or at info@budget-pack.com
Website: www.budget-pack.com
Many thanks to Budget Pack who sponsored the meeting.
8. Any Other Business

· TB informed the group of the savings achieved by Purbeck District Council by the introduction of the Eco Cube in their public conveniences. The Eco Cube system uses blocks of micro organisms to keep urinals clean free of odours thus enabling the water supply to the urinals to be turned off. The Council have achieved first year savings of approximately £11,500. Full details can be found on the SWWMG website – www.swwmg.co.uk
· TB reminded the group of the Environment Agency producer responsibility events running on 18th March in Wimborne and 25th March in Bridgwater. For details contact Tessa on 01258 483416 or at tessa.bowering@environment-agency.gov.uk
9. Date and Venue of next meeting.

Wednesday 23rd June 2010, Merley House, Wimborne[image: image2.jpg]
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